
Family Zoning plan 
Landmarking

January 28, 2026 (in-person)
February 4, 2026 (virtual)

D3



Agenda

• Welcome (Danny Sauter, District 3 Supervisor)
• Overview of Landmarking (Shannon Ferguson, San Francisco Planning Department)

• Existing D3 Article 10 Landmarks
• Article 10 Landmarking (Criteria, Process, Requirements, Benefits)
• Family Zoning Plan Landmarking Processes and D3 Proposed Landmarks

• Q & A
• Closing Remarks



Existing D3 Article 10 Landmarks



• Properties significant for their association 
with historic events, including the city’s 
social and cultural history

• Properties significant for their association 
with a person or group important to the 
history of the city, state or country

• Properties significant for their architecture 
or design, or a notable work of a builder, 
designer or architect of merit

• Properties that are valued as visual 
landmarks, or that have special character 
or meaning to the city and its residents

• Collections of properties or features that 
are linked by history, plan, aesthetics or 
physical development

Criteria for Landmark Designation

Liberty Hill Historic District. Image Source : Noehill



Landmark Designation Process



Character-Defining Features

• Express the cultural, historical and/or 
architectural significance

• Help tell the story of associated past eras

• Describe those features that should be 
retained and preserved

• Identified by stakeholders during 
designation process



Historic Preservation Entitlements

• Certificates of Appropriateness
Scopes of work which will impact character defining 
features including demolition, new construction, or major 
alterations/additions; approved by the Historic 
Preservation Commission

• Administrative Certificate of Appropriateness
Minor alterations such as cladding and window 
replacement; as delegated by the Historic Preservation 
Commission; approved by Planning staff 

• No Certificates of Appropriateness
Ordinary maintenance and repair; approved “over-the-
counter” by Planning staff

178 Townsend, Image Source: Dwell

200 Rhode Island, Image Source: Google Earth

1201 Ortega Ave, Image Source: DNM Architecture



Benefits

• Preservation: provides clear and predictable review 
process for alterations while protecting character-defining 
features and can provide additional protection against 
demolition.

• Mills Act: provides qualifying participants with reduction in 
property taxes in exchange for the rehabilitation, 
preservation, and long-term maintenance of historic 
properties.

• California Historical Building Code: provides an alternative 
building code for the preservation or rehabilitation of 
historic properties.

• Planning Code Incentives: allows applicants to institute a 
wider array of land uses in certain historic buildings than 
what would otherwise be permitted in that building’s 
Zoning District. See Planning Code sections 186.3 (Non-
Residential uses in Residential Districts), 210.3B (Office 
Uses in PDR-1-D and PDR-1-G Districts), 703.9 (various 
uses in Folsom NCT and Regional Commercial District), and 
803.9(b) (various uses in the Eastern Neighborhoods Mixed 
Use Districts).

Image Source : Noehill



Family Zoning Plan Landmarks Process



Phase 1: District 3 Proposed Landmarks

more info: sfculturalheritage.org



Proposed Landmarks

A. Vesuvio Café is Significant for its 
association with the Counterculture 
movement in San Francisco.

253 Columbus Avenue
Year Built: 1913

Great China Theater is significant for 
its association with Chinese cultural 
heritage originally occupied by the 
Ying Wee Lun Hop Theatrical Co., a 
Chinese Opera company, and later 
as The Great Star Theater 
showing Chinese-language movies.

626 Jackson Street
Year Built: 1924

California Memorial Masonic Temple is 
significant for 
its Midcentury Modern architecture 
designed by architect of merit Albert F. 
Roller.

1111-1171 California Street
Year Built: 1958



San Francisco Planning
www.sfplanning.org

Landmark Designation Program 
sfplanning.org/landmark-designation-program

THANK YOU

SF Planning
49 South Van Ness Ave
Suite 1400
San Francisco, CA 94103

(628) 652-7372
cpc.landmark@sfgov.org

District 3 Supervisor 
Danny Sauter
1 Dr Carlton B. Goodlett Place
City Hall, Room 244
San Francisco, CA 94102

(415) 554-7450
SauterStaff@sfgov.org

mailto:cpc.landmark@sfgov.org
mailto:mandelmanstaff@sfgov.org
mailto:mandelmanstaff@sfgov.org
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