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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial    
    NRHP Status Code       3CS 
 Other Listings       
 Review Code    Reviewer     Date    


Page   1    of   4     *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)  730 Ellis Street  
 
P1. Historic name of building (if any):   Sequoia Garage – Bradbury Auto Repair  
P2. Location:    *a: County   San Francisco   Not for Publication  Unrestricted 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad       Date        T        ; R        ;          ¼  of           ¼ of Sec          ;      B.M. 
 c. Address    730 Ellis Street    City     San Francisco   Zip     94109  
 d. UTM:  Zone                   ;                            mE/          mN                   *e.  Assessor’s parcel #:  Block 717, lot 6 
  
*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 


 


This is a two-story, reinforced concrete garage that fills its 57-foot by 100-foot lot.  The roof of the 
building is gabled, with a slight pitch, and rises to a stepped top and diminutive Mission Revival 
parapet.  The façade of the building is covered in stucco that is lightly scored.  Simple decorative 
patterns stretch across the frieze area above the second story; a blade sign also hangs from this area.  
Windows in the second story have replacement aluminum frames, while those in the first story 
appear to be steel, and original.  The latter are somewhat obscured by signage.  The first story 
entrance is centrally-placed, while access to the second story is via an entrance and concrete ramp at 
far left.  From the latter entry one can see that the roof of the building is supported by a wooden 
truss. 
 
 


*P3b  Resource Attributes:  ____HP6 – two-story commercial building_________                    _______________________  
 


*P4.  Resources Present:           
 Building   Structure   Object  
 Site   District   Element of 


District    Other 
 
P5b.  Description of Photo: 
(View, date, accession #) 
View looking south  
June 2009  
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:   Historic 


 Prehistoric  Both 
1920; building permit  
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
SEO PETER HYUNG-BOK  
730 ELLIS ST  
SAN FRANCISCO CA  94109  
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
William Kostura  
P. O. Box 60211  
Palo Alto, CA  94306  
*P9.  Date Recorded:   
  July 2009  
 *P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  intensive  


P11.  Report Citation*:  (Cite survey report.)     William Kostura.  Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures, 1908-1964.  San 
Francisco Department of City Planning, 2010.  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure and Object Record 


 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List) 


 
DPR 523A (1/95)   Ellis 730-AB  *Required Information 







State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page   2    of   4      *NRHP Status Code  3CS  
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)  730 Ellis street  
B1. Historic Name:  Sequoia Garage – Bradbury Auto Repair  
B2.  Common Name:    
B3. Original Use:  public garage  B4.  Present Use:  auto repair  
*B5. Architectural Style:    
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
   Built in 1920. 
 
*B7. Moved?    No      Yes    Unknown Date:     Original Location:    
*B8. Related Features: 
    none 
 
B9a. Architect:   none or unknown  b. Builder:  Patrick F. Reilly  
 
*B10. Significance:  Theme   automobile industry  Area   San Francisco  
 Period of Significance   1920-1964  Property Type auto garage  Applicable Criteria   1  
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
History 


This garage was built by a contractor named Patrick F. Reilly, who was also the owner of the building.  
The building had almost continuous use as a public garage and/or auto repair shop from its completion 
through at least 1964, and still functions as an auto repair shop. 
 
From 1920 to 1930 this building was known as the Sequoia Garage under a variety of proprietors (e.g. 
Joseph Wolking in 1924, Orla Hamilton in 1925-1927, and William Niemann in 1929-1930).  The 
capacity of the garage, according to the 1929 Sanborn map, was 75 automobiles.  After 1930 this 
building had a dual use as a public garage and an auto repair shop, most likely with a garage on one 
level and auto repair on the other.  The garage proprietors were Patrick F. Reilly, the owner of the 
building (1934-1935, 1940-1943); John E. Goggin (1936-1939); Albert Tarzian (1945); and Gordon 
Brothers (1946).  Royal J. Bradbury owned an auto repair shop here from 1936 to at least 1964.  
During 1950 to at least 1964 Victor Guz owned an auto painting shop here. 


 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)       
 
*B12. References: (Sketch map with north arrow required) 
Building permit #90375 (Jan. 10, 1920), at S. F. Building Inspection 


Dept., 1660 Mission Street 
Crocker-Langley and Polk’s city directory, PT&T reverse directory, 


and PT&T yellow pages listings for occupants of this building, 
1921-1964 


1929 Sanborn insurance map 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
*B14. Evaluator:  William Kostura   
Date of Evaluation:  July 2009  
 


(This space reserved for official comments.) 


 
DPR 523B (1/95)   Ellis 730-AB  *Required Information 







 
DPR 523J (1/95)   Ellis 730-AB  *Required Information 


State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI/Trinomial   
CONTINUATION SHEET 
Page   3    of   4      Resource Identifier:    730 Ellis Street  
Recorded by    William Kostura  *Date    July 2009     Continuation      Update 
 
 
B10.  History (continued): 
 
To summarize, the known use of this building through 1964 was as follows: 
 


Public garage:  1920-1930, 1934-1946 (24 years) 
Auto repair shop:  1936-1964 (29 years) 
Auto painting:  1950-1964 (15 years). 


 
In sum, this building had 41 years of total auto-related use (1920-1930, 1934-1964).  Only two of the 
proprietors of this building were here for more than several years:  Royal J. Bradbury (auto repair, 29 
years), and Victor Guz (auto painting, 15 years). 


 
Integrity 
 
The only substantial alteration to the façade of this building appears to be the aluminum frame windows 
in the second story.  On balance, the building appears to retain integrity of location, design, materials, 
workmanship, setting, feeling, and association. 
 
Evaluation 
 
This is one of more than 100 buildings along the Van Ness Avenue corridor that have a history as 
automobile support structures, and that are being evaluated for possible historic significance according 
to the criteria of the California Register of Historical Resources.  With a few exceptions, these buildings 
were auto showrooms, public garages, auto repair shops, auto parts and supplies stores, and auto 
painting shops.  The time period that is being studied is from the initial years of the automobile industry 
in San Francisco through 1964.  Among the factors that have been considered when evaluating a 
building are its date of construction, its longevity of auto-related use, the importance of its occupants in 
local auto industry history, integrity, and architectural quality.  These factors, and how they apply to 
evaluations of buildings, are discussed in a cover report, Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures, 1908-
1964. 
 
Among automobile-related buildings in the study area of this report, 730 Ellis Street was built at a 
moderately early date (1920) and it had excellent longevity of auto-related uses (41 years).  Its use as a 
public garage was moderately early (beginning in 1920) and had good longevity (24 years).  Its use as an 
auto repair shop was moderately late (beginning in 1936) and had good longevity (29 years).  Its use as 
an auto painting shop was late (beginning in 1950) and had moderate longevity (15 years).  Because of 
the moderately early construction date of this building and the longevity of its automobile-related uses, 
this building appears to be eligible for the California Register at the local level under Criterion 1, for its 
overall use an a public garage, auto repair shop, and auto painting shop.  The Period of Significance 
under this criterion is 1920-1964. 
 


(Evaluation continued on page 4.) 
 
 







 
DPR 523J (1/95)   Ellis 730-AB  *Required Information 


State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI/Trinomial   
CONTINUATION SHEET 
Page   4    of   4      Resource Identifier:    730 Ellis Street  
Recorded by    William Kostura  *Date    July 2009     Continuation      Update 
 
 
Evaluation (continued): 
 
This building does not appear to be eligible for the California Register under Criterion 2, because none 
of the proprietors associated with this building were historically important in their fields.  One 
proprietor, Royal J. Bradbury, was here for at least 29 years (through 1964, and probably later), but he 
was not an especially early auto repair shop owner compared to others who worked within this study 
area. 
 
This building also does not appear to be eligible for the California Register under Criterion 3.  Although 
the building is a good example of its type, with a concrete ramp that is accessible from the street leading 
to an upstairs garage or repair space, its design is less distinctive than that of many other buildings of 
this type in the study area and in San Francisco. 
 
 
Character Defining Features 
 
The character defining features of this building are its height and width, its stucco surface, the shape of 
its parapet, the decorative pattern in the parapet area, and the size and shape of its window and vehicle 
entrance openings.  The replacement window frames in the second story are not contributors to the 
historic fabric of the building. 
 








State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial    
    NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 Other Listings       
 Review Code    Reviewer     Date    


Page   1    of   4      *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)  751 Ellis Street  
 
P1. Historic name of building (if any):     Benandie auto repair shop  
P2. Location:    *a: County   San Francisco   Not for Publication  Unrestricted 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad       Date        T        ; R        ;          ¼  of           ¼ of Sec          ;      B.M. 
 c. Address    751 Ellis Street    City     San Francisco   Zip     94109  
 d. UTM:  Zone                   ;                            mE/          mN               *e.  Assessor’s parcel #:  Block 740, lot 21 
  
*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 


 


This is a one-story brick masonry auto repair shop that fills the width of its 27’-6” lot.  The façade is 
covered with a coat of stucco.  The gabled parapet of this building follows a progressively stepped 
and slanted course, and is flattened at the peak.  The only ornament on the façade is a course of 
bricks along the top edge.  The composition is dominated by a large vehicle entrance that crowds the 
left (eastern) edge of the building.  Adjacent to this entrance is a pair of interior-lit signs that were 
mounted here in 1976.  To the right is a tall, and very narrow window with a much wider sill.  
Although this is uncertain, it appears this narrow window is non-original, having replaced windows 
of different dimensions some time after 1976. 
 
 


*P3b  Resource Attributes:  ____HP6 – commercial building_________                    ________________________________                  
 


*P4.  Resources Present:           
 Building   Structure   Object  
 Site   District   Element of 


District    Other 


 
 


 
P5b.  Description of Photo: 
(View, date, accession #) 
View looking south  
June 2009  
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:   Historic 


 Prehistoric  Both 
1920; published building contract  
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
PAUL E & MARIANNE L GRECH 
751 ELLIS ST  
SAN FRANCISCO CA  94109  
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
William Kostura  
P. O. Box 60211  
Palo Alto, CA  94306  
*P9.  Date Recorded:   
  July 2009  
 *P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  intensive  


P11.  Report Citation*:  (Cite survey report.)     William Kostura.  Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures.  San Francisco 
Department of City Planning, 2010.  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure and Object Record 


 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List) 


 
DPR 523A (1/95)   Ellis 751-AB  *Required Information 







State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page   2    of   4      *NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)  751 Ellis Street  
B1. Historic Name:  Benandie auto repair shop  
B2.  Common Name:    
B3. Original Use:  batteries shop  B4.  Present Use:  auto repair shop  
*B5. Architectural Style:  none  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
  Built in 1920.  The narrow window to the right of the entrance was probably made after 1976. 
 
*B7. Moved?    No      Yes    Unknown Date:     Original Location:    
*B8. Related Features: 
    none 
 
 
B9a. Architect:   C. O. Clausen  b. Builder:  Martin Show  
*B10. Significance:  Theme  auto history  Area   San Francisco  
 Period of Significance   n/a  Property Type   auto repair shop  Applicable Criteria   n/a  
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
S 
History 


The original, intended use of this building, as stated on the 1920 building permit, was that of an auto 
repair shop.  The architect was C. O. Clausen, and the original owner was Oliver Flahaven. 
 
The first occupant was Carl L. Maritzen, who ran an automobile battery shop here from 1920-1924.  
The next occupant, and the longest lasting until recent years, was Nasie Benandie, who sold auto 
supplies here during 1926-1927 and subsequently, under the name Nasie’s Carburetor Specialty 
Service, ran a carburetor service shop here from 1929 to 1946.  Other occupants through the 1950s 
were general auto repair shops, e.g. E. H. Sharon auto repair (1948), Lively and Low auto repairs 
(1953), and Tri Auto Service (1959).  The next known occupant, Allied Engine Rebuilding (1964), 
may be the same business that currently occupies the building.  In all, this building was occupied by 
auto repair shops or related businesses for at least 42 years through 1964, as well as since that date. 


(See Continuation Sheet, page 3.) 


 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)       
 
*B12. References: (Sketch map with north arrow required) 
Building and Engineering News, April 28, 1920 
Building permit #453451 (dated 1976) for a new sign 
Crocker-Langley and Polk’s city directory, and PT&T reverse 


directory listings for occupants of this building, 1921-1964 
1929 Sanborn insurance map (use: “carburetor service”) 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
*B14. Evaluator:  William Kostura   
Date of Evaluation:  July 2009  
 


(This space reserved for official comments.) 
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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI/Trinomial   
CONTINUATION SHEET 
Page   3    of   4      Resource Identifier:    751 Ellis Street  
Recorded by    William Kostura  *Date    July 2009     Continuation      Update 
 
 
History (continued): 
 
A building permit for a new sign, dated 1976, includes a drawing that shows different fenestration for 
this building than currently exists.  (See this drawing on page four.)  If the drawing is accurate, then two 
square windows, one placed above the other, and each containing four lights, were replaced by a single 
tall, narrow window some time after 1976.  If this was done, it was probably to strengthen the wall of 
the building.  Supporting the probability that the fenestration has been changed is the fact that the sill of 
the existing window is much wider than the window itself.  No building permit for such a window 
reconstruction, or for any other façade alterations, could be found in a search of all available permits for 
this address.  Other building permits reveal that the parapet was reinforced twice, in 1936 and 1988. 
 
 
Integrity: 
 
This building is exceedingly plain in appearance.  It is unknown whether more ornament or detailing 
once existed on this façade, but the façade is more severe than would be expected for an architect-
designed building built in 1920.  A search of building permits for this address failed to turn up any 
permits for façade alterations.  However, as stated above, one permit (dated 1976) shows a different 
fenestration than currently exists.  Nothing is certain, but it does seem likely that this building has 
undergone some façade alterations over time.  Accordingly, this building retains integrity of location, 
setting, and association, while integrity of design, materials, workmanship, and feeling are doubtful or 
diminished. 
 
 
Evaluation 
 
This is one of more than 100 buildings along the Van Ness Avenue corridor that have a history as 
automobile support structures, and that are being evaluated for possible historic significance according 
to the criteria of the California Register of Historical Resources.  With a few exceptions, these buildings 
were auto showrooms, public garages, auto repair shops, auto parts and supplies stores, and auto 
painting shops.  The time period that is being studied is from the initial years of the automobile industry 
in San Francisco through 1964.  Among the factors that have been considered when evaluating a 
building are its date of construction, its longevity of auto-related use, the importance of its occupants in 
local auto industry history, integrity, and architectural quality.  These factors, and how they apply to 
evaluations of buildings, are discussed in a cover report, Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures, 1908-
1964. 
 
Among automobile support buildings in the study area, 751 Ellis Street was built at a moderately early 
date (1920).  Its use as an auto repair shop was moderately early (beginning in 1920) and had excellent 
longevity (at least 40 years through 1964).  However, the integrity of this building is doubtful.  A 
moderate number of auto repair shops that have a similarly early construction date and that (most likely) 
retain better integrity can be found in the study area.  Therefore, despite the moderately early 
construction date of this building and the great longevity of its auto-related use, this building does not 
appear to be eligible for the California Register under criteria 1, 2, or 3. 
 
 
 







 


State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI/Trinomial   
CONTINUATION SHEET 
Page   4    of   4      Resource Identifier:    751 Ellis Street  
Recorded by    William Kostura  *Date    July 2009     Continuation      Update 
 
 
 


 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
A drawing of the façade of 751 O’Farrell Street, from a 1976 building permit for the installation of the 
present sign.  The outline of the parapet of this building is slightly inaccurate.  Along the right side of 
the building two square windows, one placed above the other and each containing four lights, are shown.  
If this aspect of the drawing is accurate, then these windows were removed and replaced by the present 
tall, narrow window after 1976.  The sill of the existing window is much wider than the window itself, 
and this fact supports the probability that the fenestration of the building has been altered. 
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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial    
    NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 Other Listings       
 Review Code    Reviewer     Date    


Page   1    of   3      *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)  819 Ellis Street  
 
P1. Historic name of building (if any):      Essex Garage  
P2. Location:    *a: County   San Francisco   Not for Publication  Unrestricted 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad       Date        T        ; R        ;          ¼  of           ¼ of Sec          ;      B.M. 
 c. Address    819 Ellis Street    City     San Francisco   Zip     94109  
 d. UTM:  Zone                   ;                            mE/          mN                *e.  Assessor’s parcel #:  Block 739, lot 15 
  
*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 


 


This brick building is two stories plus a mezzanine in height and fills its lot, which is 60 feet in width 
and extends 120 feet through the block to Willow Street.  The front is covered with a coating of 
stucco, an alteration from its original appearance.  A vehicle entrance with a roll-up metal door is 
centrally-placed in the first story.  The first story windows to the left of the entry are held in their 
original molded steel frames, while those at right are in modern metal frames.  Both windows, to 
right and left, have lost their original transom muntins.  In the mezzanine level, windows are held in 
replacement frames, probably of metal.  The second story windows have original double-hung 
wooden sash; those in the center fit within an arch. 


*P3b  Resource Attributes:  ____HP6 – commercial building_________                    ________________________________                  
 


*P4.  Resources Present:           
 Building   Structure   Object  
 Site   District   Element of 


District    Other 


 
 


 
P5b.  Description of Photo: 
(View, date, accession #) 
View looking south  
June 2009  
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:   Historic 


 Prehistoric  Both 
1906; building permit  
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
ACHILLES REVOC TRUST 2003  
819 ELLIS ST  
SAN FRANCISCO CA  94109  
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
William Kostura  
P. O. Box 60211  
Palo Alto, CA  94306  
*P9.  Date Recorded:   
  July 2009  
 *P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  intensive  


P11.  Report Citation*:  (Cite survey report.)     William Kostura.  Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures.  San Francisco 
Department of City Planning, 2010.  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure and Object Record 


 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List) 
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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page   2    of  3      *NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)  819 Ellis Street  
B1. Historic Name:  Essex Garage  
B2.  Common Name:    
B3. Original Use:  furniture store  B4.  Present Use:  auto rental  
*B5. Architectural Style:  none  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
  Built in 1906.  Converted to automobile use in ca. 1911.  Façade heavily altered at an unknown date.  
 
*B7. Moved?    No      Yes    Unknown Date:     Original Location:    
*B8. Related Features: 
    none 
 
 
B9a. Architect:   Dodge and Allen (1906)  b. Builder:  Gillson and Macy (1906)  
*B10. Significance:  Theme   auto industry  Area   San Francisco  
 Period of Significance   n/a  Property Type public garage  Applicable Criteria   n/a  
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
History 


This building was built during July to November, 1906 to house the furniture store of Joseph 
Fredericks and Co.  This firm had been founded in San Francisco in the 1850s and was burned out of 
its long-time Market Street home in 1906.  This building was probably intended only as its temporary 
replacement store, and is located close to Van Ness Avenue, where many temporary stores and other 
commercial buildings were constructed soon after the earthquake and fire of 1906.  In 1909 Joseph 
Fredericks and Co. built a much larger, and permanent, building for its business at 278-298 Post Street, 
opposite Union Square.  It then left this Ellis Street building, just as other large firms left Van Ness 
Avenue when their new downtown buildings were complete. 
 


 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)       
 
*B12. References: (Sketch map with north arrow required) 
 
  See continuation sheet, page 3. 
 
 B13. Remarks: 
 
 
 
 
*B14. Evaluator:  William Kostura   
Date of Evaluation:  July 2009  
 


(This space reserved for official comments.) 


 
DPR 523B (1/95)   Ellis 819-AB  *Required Information 
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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI/Trinomial   
CONTINUATION SHEET 
Page   3    of   3      Resource Identifier:    819 Ellis Street  
Recorded by    William Kostura  *Date   July 2009      Continuation      Update 
 
 
History (continued): 
 
This building was subsequently rehabbed for automobile-related use.  During 1912-1914 it was occupied 
by M. J. Mendis Co., auto sales.  What kinds of automobiles were sold here is unknown.  From 1916 
through 1944 the building was used as a public garage.  Business names and proprietors during these 
years included M&H Garage (1916), Smith Garage (1918), Essex Garage (1921-1927), Jesse Hines 
(1933), and Charles Durand (1936-1944).  From the late 1940s to the mid-1960s auto repair shops 
occupied the building. 
 
Integrity 
 
A drawing of this building published in the San Francisco Chronicle on November 23, 1906 reveals that 
the building has lost its original parapet, transoms and other window detail, and upper story trim, which 
appeared to be of stone.  Accordingly, while the building retains integrity of location and setting, it has 
lost integrity of design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.  
 
Evaluation 
 
Despite this building’s early history as part of San Francisco’s temporary downtown in the few years 
following the earthquake and fire, and its long history of auto-related use, this building does not appear 
to be eligible for the California Register under criteria A, B, or C due to loss of integrity.  While it is 
possible the building was altered well before the year 1964, it was probably altered after 1930, and thus 
could not represent the early period of the automobile industry in San Francisco. 
 
References 
 
Building permit #1719, July 18, 1906 
San Francisco Chronicle, November 23, 1906, p. 9 
San Francisco city directory listings for occupants, 1908-1964 
1913 and 1929 Sanborn insurance maps 
 
 








State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial    
    NRHP Status Code  3CS  
 Other Listings       
 Review Code    Reviewer     Date    


Page   1    of   4      *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)  824 Ellis Street  
 
P1. Historic name of building (if any): Sabine-Laurent and Niello auto repair shop   
P2. Location:    *a: County   San Francisco   Not for Publication  Unrestricted 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad       Date        T        ; R        ;          ¼  of           ¼ of Sec          ;      B.M. 
 c. Address    824 Ellis Street    City     San Francisco   Zip     94109  
 d. UTM:  Zone                   ;                            mE/          mN                   *e.  Assessor’s parcel #:  Block 718, lot 6 
  
*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 


 


This is a two-story, reinforced concrete automobile repair shop that occupies the full width of its 80-
foot lot and runs through the block to Olive Street.  The building façade is covered with a coat of 
stucco that is lightly scored to resemble masonry.  Pilasters with restrained floral capitals divide the 
façade into three bays of equal width.  Aside from these pilasters, the principle ornament is a plain 
cornice located at the base of the parapet, and plaster shields superimposed over a string course 
beneath the blank frieze.  A spandrel or frieze between the two stories stretches the width of the 
building and is defined by slightly molded belt courses above and below.  Second story windows 
have original industrial steel sash with opening sections.  In the first story, windows and the 
pedestrian entry have replacement aluminum frames.  Two large vehicle entrances with roll-up metal 
doors can be found at center and far left. The first story openings are the only apparent alterations to 
the façade. 


*P3b  Resource Attributes:  ____HP8 – industrial building_________                    ________________________                  
 


*P4.  Resources Present:           
 Building   Structure   Object  
 Site   District   Element of 


District    Other 


 
 


 
P5b.  Description of Photo: 
(View, date, accession #) 
View looking north  
June 2009  
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:   Historic 


 Prehistoric  Both 
1920; building permit  
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
ABUYAGHI ROGER A & NORA R 
824 ELLIS ST  
SAN FRANCISCO CA  94109  
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
William Kostura  
P. O. Box 60211  
Palo Alto, CA  94306  
*P9.  Date Recorded:   
  July 2009  
 *P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  intensive  


P11.  Report Citation*:  (Cite survey report.)     William Kostura.  Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures.  San Francisco 
Department of City Planning, 2010.  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure and Object Record 


 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List) 
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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page   2    of   4      *NRHP Status Code  3CS  
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)  824 Ellis Street  
B1. Historic Name: Sabine-Laurent and Niello auto repair shop  
B2.  Common Name:    
B3. Original Use:  auto repair  B4.  Present Use:  auto repair, service, and sales  
*B5. Architectural Style:  Classical Revival  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
  Built in 1920.  
 
*B7. Moved?    No      Yes    Unknown Date:     Original Location:    
*B8. Related Features: 
    none 
 
 
B9a. Architect:   William Helbing  b. Builder:  William Helbing  
*B10. Significance:  Theme   auto industry  Area   San Francisco  
 Period of Significance   1920-1964  Property Type    auto repair shop  Applicable Criteria   1, 3  
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 


This building was designed and built in 1920 by William Helbing for owner O. H. Curtaz, a prolific 
real estate developer.  The building was in continuous auto-related use from its completion to at least 
1964, and retains that use at present. 
 
Historically, this building had multiple occupants at any given time, at addresses 820-838 Ellis.  The 
first occupants were John H. Sabine, who did auto body, tops, and trimming work from 1920-1929, 
and Charles G. Durand, who had an auto repair shop during 1920-1925.  From 1927-1936 August 
Laurent and Lewis A. Niello, working as Laurent and Niello, did auto repair here, specializing in the 
repair of Packards.  Four other auto repair shops, plus a piston rings distributor, occupied spaces in the 
building from 1927-1940. 
 


(See Continuation Sheet, page 3.) 


History 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)       
 (Sketch map with north arrow required) 
*B12. References: 
 Building permit #92796, May 5, 1920 


San Francisco city directory, and Kelts and PT&T reverse 
directories, 1921-1964, for occupants of this building 


 
B13. Remarks: 
 
 
 
*B14. Evaluator:  William Kostura   
Date of Evaluation:  July 2009  
 
 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI/Trinomial   
CONTINUATION SHEET 
Page   3    of   4      Resource Identifier:    824 Ellis Street  
Recorded by    William Kostura  *Date   July 2009      Continuation      Update 
 
 
History (continued): 
 
The longest-lasting occupants of this building came in 1938 and 1946, respectively.  Western Motor 
Company was a used auto wholesaler that occupied #824 Ellis from 1938 to at least 1964 (26-plus 
years).  Its owner (or co-owner) for the first decade at least was Pete Landry.  From 1946 to at least 1964 
Monroe Body and Fender works occupied #838 Ellis. 
 
In sum, auto repair shops of various kinds occupied this building almost continuously from 1920 to 
1964, and a used auto wholesaler was here from 1938 to 1964. 
 
The designer and builder of this building, William Helbing, was active in San Francisco as a builder 
from the 1890s through at least 1929.  He began by building Victorian-style houses, but by 1906 he was 
building downtown commercial buildings and substantial apartment buildings.  By the 1920s he was 
building tall steel frame and reinforced concrete apartment buildings.  He was prolific, and often built on 
his own account as well as for others as a contractor.  He generally designed the buildings he built 
(especially those he owned), and many of them are very attractive.  Some of his better-known and more 
important buildings include Sam’s Grill, at 364 Bush (1907); the York Hotel, at 940 Sutter (1925); six-
story apartments at 801-809 Van Ness (1927); and six-story apartments at 2127 Broadway (1929). 
 
Integrity 
 
While the ground floor openings have been altered, the rest of the building façade is intact.  On balance, 
the building retains integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, setting, feeling, and integrity. 
 
Evaluation 
 
This is one of more than 100 buildings along the Van Ness Avenue corridor that have a history as auto-
mobile support structures, and that are being evaluated for possible historic significance according to the 
criteria of the California Register of Historical Resources.  With a few exceptions, these buildings were 
auto showrooms, public garages, auto repair shops, auto parts and supplies stores, and auto painting 
shops.  The time period that is being studied is from the initial years of the automobile industry in San 
Francisco through 1964.  Among the factors that have been considered when evaluating a building are 
its date of construction, its longevity of auto-related use, the importance of its occupants in local auto 
industry history, integrity, and architectural quality.  These factors, and how they apply to evaluations of 
buildings, are discussed in a cover report, Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures, 1908-1964. 
 
Among automobile-related buildings in the study area of this report, 824 Ellis Street was built at a 
moderately early date (1920).  Its use as an auto repair shop was moderately early (beginning in 1920) 
and had excellent longevity (44 years, counting through the year 1964).  Its use as a used auto wholesale 
store was moderately late (beginning in 1938) and had good longevity (26 years).  Because of the 
moderately early construction date of this building and the longevity of its automobile-related uses, this 
building appears to be eligible for the California Register at the local level under Criterion 1, for its 
overall use an auto repair shop, and used auto wholesale store.  The Period of Significance under this 
criterion is 1920-1964.       


(Evaluation continued on page 4.) 
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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI/Trinomial   
CONTINUATION SHEET 
Page   4    of   4      Resource Identifier:    824 Ellis Street  
Recorded by    William Kostura  *Date   July 2009      Continuation      Update 
 
 
History (continued): 
 
This building does not appear to be eligible for the California Register under Criterion 2, because none 
of the proprietors associated with this building were historically important in their fields.  Two early 
proprietors, John H. Sabine and Laurent and Niello, were here for nine or ten years, and two later 
proprietors were here for much longer, but on balance they do not seem to have been particularly 
important compared to others in the study area. 
 
This building also appears to be eligible for the California Register under Criterion 3, for its design.  
With its three wide bays that are clearly defined by sparely-ornamented pilasters, and its expanses of 
industrial steel sash windows, this building is an especially spacious and well-ordered example of an 
automobile repair shop.  The loss of original window frames in the first story is a substantial alteration, 
but one that has become typical among industrial buildings in San Francisco, including in the study area. 
The Period of Significance under this criterion is 1920, the year of construction. 
 
 
Character Defining Features 
 
The character defining features of this building are its height and width, its scored stucco surface, the 
cornice at the base of the parapet, the string course with shield ornament at the base of the frieze, the 
pilasters with floral capitals, the blank spandrels at the second floor level, the industrial steel window 
sash in the second story, and the size and shape of its window and vehicle entrance openings. 
 
 








State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial    
    NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 Other Listings       
 Review Code    Reviewer     Date    


Page   1    of   3      *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)  840-850 Ellis Street  
 
P1. Historic name of building (if any):     
P2. Location:    *a: County   San Francisco   Not for Publication  Unrestricted 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad       Date        T        ; R        ;          ¼  of           ¼ of Sec          ;      B.M. 
 c. Address       840-850 Ellis Street    City     San Francisco   Zip     94109  
 d. UTM:  Zone                   ;                            mE/          mN                  *e.  Assessor’s parcel #:  Block 718, lot 8 
  
*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 


 


This is a two-story-plus-mezzanine reinforced concrete public garage that fills the width of its 55-
foot lot.  The building is clad in a coat of stucco that is lightly scored.  The central bay rises to an 
arched upper story window, and a stepped and gabled parapet.  Over-scaled keystones can be found 
in the arched window, over the flanking rectangular windows, and over rectangular mezzanine 
windows.  A bold belt course stretches the full width of the top of the building. 
 
All window openings in all three levels, and the pedestrian entrance, have replacement aluminum 
frames and sash.  Vehicle entrances with roll-up metal doors can be found in the center of the first 
story and at far left.  The latter entrance is to a concrete ramp that leads to the second story. 


*P3b  Resource Attributes:  ____HP8 – industrial building_________                    _______________________               
 


*P4.  Resources Present:           
 Building   Structure   Object  
 Site   District   Element of 


District    Other 


 
 


 
P5b.  Description of Photo: 
(View, date, accession #) 
View looking north  
June 2009  
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:   Historic 


 Prehistoric  Both 
1919-1920.  Published building 
contract  
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
ANDREW M COLE TRUST  
P.O. BOX 156795  
SAN FRANCISCO CA  94115  
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
William Kostura  
P. O. Box 60211  
Palo Alto, CA  94306  
*P9.  Date Recorded: July 2009  
 *P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  intensive  


P11.  Report Citation*:  (Cite survey report.)     William Kostura.  Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures.  San Francisco 
Department of City Planning, 2010.  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure and Object Record 


 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List) 
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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page   2    of   3      *NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)     840-850 Ellis Street  
B1. Historic Name:    
B2.  Common Name:    
B3. Original Use:  public garage  B4.  Present Use:  auto repair shops  
*B5. Architectural Style:  none   
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
  Built in 1919-1920.  Altered at an unknown date. 
 
*B7. Moved?    No      Yes    Unknown Date:     Original Location:    
*B8. Related Features: 
    none 
 
 
B9a. Architect:   probably William Helbing  b. Builder:  probably William Helbing  
*B10. Significance:  Theme  auto industry  Area   San Francisco  
 Period of Significance   n/a  Property Type      garage  Applicable Criteria   n/a  
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
History 


This building was built in 1919-1920 for owner Oscar M. Curtaz.  The published building contract states that the plans were 
“by owner” and construction was “supervised” by William Helbing.  In all likelihood Helbing was both the designer and 
building contractor for this building, just as he had been for another Curtaz-owned building nearby (at 824 Ellis, 1920). 
 
The original use of this building was as the Black and White Garage, during 1920-1921.  Taxicab companies occupied part 
or all of the building over the next six years (e.g. United Taxicab Co. in 1922-1923 and Red Top Cab Co. in 1924-1927).  
An auto painting company, Lam-O-Lac, occupied part of the building in 1927.  During 1929-1931 the building was devoted 
to auto repair use and occupied by Motor Service Engineering.  Two other auto repair shops were here in 1933. 
 
Delivery services occupied the building in the late 1930s and early 1940s.  From 1946 to 1964 a car wash business, Di Dee 
Wash, occupied part of the building, while other businesses sometimes occupied another part (in 1946, an auto repair shop; 
in 1964, an auto accessories store). 
 


(See Continuation Sheet, page 3.) 


 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)       
 
*B12. References: (Sketch map with north arrow required) 
Building and Engineering News, December 3, 1919 
Crocker-Langley and Polk’s city directory and PT&T reverse 


directory listings for occupants of this building, 1920-1964 
 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
*B14. Evaluator:  William Kostura   
Date of Evaluation:  July 2009  
 


(This space reserved for official comments.) 
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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI/Trinomial   
CONTINUATION SHEET 
Page   3    of   3      Resource Identifier:    840-850 Ellis Street  
Recorded by    William Kostura  *Date    July 2009     Continuation      Update 
 
 
History (continued) 
 
The probable designer and builder of this building, William Helbing, was active in San Francisco as a 
builder from the 1890s through at least 1929.  He began by building Victorian-style houses, but by 1906 
he was building downtown commercial buildings and substantial apartment buildings.  By the 1920s he 
was building tall steel frame and reinforced concrete apartment buildings.  He was prolific, and often 
built on his own account as well as for others as a contractor.  He generally designed the buildings he 
built (especially those he owned), and many of them are very attractive.  Some of his better-known and 
more important buildings include Sam’s Grill, at 364 Bush (1907); the York Hotel, at 940 Sutter (1925); 
six-story apartments at 801-809 Van Ness (1927); and six-story apartments at 2127 Broadway (1929). 
 
Integrity 
 
The main body of the façade seems relatively intact.  However, the window and door openings have all 
been altered, and these take up a large proportion of the area of the façade.  Overall, the building retains 
integrity of location, design, setting, and association.  It has probably lost integrity of materials, 
workmanship, and feeling. 
 
Evaluation 
 
This is one of more than 115 buildings along the Van Ness Avenue corridor that have a history as 
automobile support structures, and that are being evaluated for possible historic significance according 
to the criteria of the California Register of Historical Resources.  With a few exceptions, these buildings 
were auto showrooms, public garages, auto repair shops, auto parts and supplies stores, and auto 
painting shops.  The time period that is being studied is from the initial years of the automobile industry 
in San Francisco through 1964.  Among the factors that have been considered when evaluating a 
building are its date of construction, its longevity of auto-related use, the importance of its occupants in 
local auto industry history, integrity, and architectural quality.  These factors, and how they apply to 
evaluations of buildings, are discussed in a cover report, Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures, 1908-
1964. 
 
This building does not appear to be eligible for the California Register.  The original use of this building 
as a garage was very brief, only one or two years.  Subsequent auto repair and auto painting uses were 
intermittent and also brief.  The other uses of the building, as a taxicab company garage, as a delivery 
service, and as a car wash (the longest use), are only peripherally related to the automobile support 
industry uses being studied in the cover report, and they should be considered minor uses.  For these 
reasons, and because the integrity of the building is at best fair, this building does not appear to be 
eligible for the California Register under criteria 1 or 2.  Regarding Criterion 3, design, this building 
lacks, or has lost, the fine detail present in much of William Helbing’s other work.  It therefore lacks 
significance for its design. 
 








State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial    
    NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 Other Listings       
 Review Code    Reviewer     Date    


Page   1    of   3      *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)  854 Ellis Street  
 
P1. Historic name of building (if any):      The Brake Shop  
P2. Location:    *a: County   San Francisco   Not for Publication  Unrestricted 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad       Date        T        ; R        ;          ¼  of           ¼ of Sec          ;      B.M. 
 c. Address    854 Ellis Street    City     San Francisco   Zip     94109  
 d. UTM:  Zone                   ;                            mE/          mN             *e.  Assessor’s parcel #:  Block 718, lot 9 
  
*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 


 


This is a one-story brick automobile repair shop that fills its 27’-6” by 120’ lot.  The front of the 
building is made of tan-colored brick and rises to a gabled parapet.  Beneath the gabled area is a 
profiled cornice with corona, supported by scroll modillions.   The frieze beneath the cornice is 
blank, save for circular medallions at the ends.  A belt course of brick runs beneath the frieze for the 
full width of the building, and is supported by plate steel and brick piers.  In the left (west) half of 
the façade, the storefront window, pedestrian entrance, and transom are constructed as a single unit 
of modern steel framing.  To the right (east) is a roll-up door to the vehicle entrance. 


*P3b  Resource Attributes:  ____HP6 – commercial building_________                    ________________________________                  
 


*P4.  Resources Present:           
 Building   Structure   Object  
 Site   District   Element of 


District    Other 


 
 


 
P5b.  Description of Photo: 
(View, date, accession #) 
View looking north  
June 2009  
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:   Historic 


 Prehistoric  Both 
1920; published building permit  
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
ABUYAGHI ROGER & NORA R  
824 ELLIS ST  
SAN FRANCISCO CA  94109  
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
William Kostura  
P. O. Box 60211  
Palo Alto, CA  94306  
*P9.  Date Recorded:   
  July 2009  
 *P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  intensive  


P11.  Report Citation*:  (Cite survey report.)     William Kostura.  Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures.  San Francisco 
Department of City Planning, 2010.  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure and Object Record 


 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List) 
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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page   2    of   3      *NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)     854 Ellis Street  
B1. Historic Name:  The Brake Shop  
B2.  Common Name:    
B3. Original Use:  auto repair  B4.  Present Use:  auto repair  
*B5. Architectural Style:    
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
  Built in 1920. 
 
*B7. Moved?    No      Yes    Unknown Date:     Original Location:    
*B8. Related Features: 
    none 
 
 
B9a. Architect:   none  b. Builder:  J. G. Kincannon  
*B10. Significance:  Theme   automobile industry  Area   San Francisco  
 Period of Significance   n/a  Property Type   auto repair shop  Applicable Criteria   n/a  
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
History 


This building was built in 1920 and has been occupied by automobile repair shops from 1922 until at least 1964.  The first 
several proprietors were here only briefly:  Alex Rodriguez (1922-1924), Joseph J. Lodge (1924-1925), Motor Service 
Engineering Co. (1927-1929), and Paul and Neil, Inc. (1931-1934).  In 1935 L. D. Vroman opened his own auto repair shop 
here, and the following year he began specializing in brake repair, as The Brake Shop.  The Brake Shop remained in 
business here at least through 1964. 
 
Integrity 
 
This building has had one substantial alteration: the replacement of the original storefront window and pedestrian entry 
with modern metal framing.  That alteration covers a large percentage of the façade area of this small building.  
Nevertheless, this building retains overall integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, setting, feeling, and 
association. 


 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)       
 
*B12. References: (Sketch map with north arrow required) 
Edward’s Abstracts, February 19, 1920 
Crocker-Langley and Polk’s city directory, and PT&T reverse 


directory, for occupants of this building, 1922-1964 
1929 Sanborn insurance map (“auto repair”) 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
*B14. Evaluator:  William Kostura   
Date of Evaluation:  July 2009  
 


(This space reserved for official comments.) 
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Evaluation 
 
This is one of more than 100 buildings along the Van Ness Avenue corridor that have a history as 
automobile support structures, and that are being evaluated for possible historic significance according 
to the criteria of the California Register of Historical Resources.  With a few exceptions, these buildings 
were auto showrooms, public garages, auto repair shops, auto parts and supplies stores, and auto 
painting shops.  The time period that is being studied is from the initial years of the automobile industry 
in San Francisco through 1964.  Among the factors that have been considered when evaluating a 
building are its date of construction, its longevity of auto-related use, the importance of its occupants in 
local auto industry history, integrity, and architectural quality.  These factors, and how they apply to 
evaluations of buildings, are discussed in a cover report, Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures, 1908-
1964. 
 
Among automobile-related buildings in the study area of this report, 730 Ellis Street was built at a 
moderately early date (1920), its use as an auto repair shop was moderately early (beginning in 1922), 
and this use had excellent longevity (about forty years).  These three factors tend to lend historic 
significance to this building.  Other factors tend to minimize the building’s importance: the first four 
auto repair shops in this building (through 1934) were each here only briefly; the only long-lasting 
business, The Brake Shop, was a specialized business of lesser importance (compared to general auto 
repair); and the alteration to the storefront window and pedestrian entry takes up a large proportion of 
the area of this façade.  For these reasons, this building does not appear to be eligible for the California 
Register under criteria 1 or 2.  Under Criterion 3, design, this is building is a fair example of small auto 
repair shop design, one harmed somewhat by the window alteration, and thus it also does not appear to 
be eligible under this criterion. 
 
 
 
 








State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial    
    NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 Other Listings       
 Review Code    Reviewer     Date    


Page   1    of   3      *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)  899 Ellis Street  
 
P1. Historic name of building (if any):        
P2. Location:    *a: County   San Francisco   Not for Publication  Unrestricted 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad       Date        T        ; R        ;          ¼  of           ¼ of Sec          ;      B.M. 
 c. Address    899 Ellis Street    City     San Francisco   Zip     94109  
 d. UTM:  Zone                   ;                            mE/          mN              *e.  Assessor’s parcel #:  Block 739 , lot 11 
  
*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 


*P3b  Resource Attributes:  ____HP6 – one-story commercial building_________                    _______________________                  


This is a one-story red brick commercial building which increases to two stories at its east end due to 
the down slope of Ellis Street.  The brick surface of the building appears to have been sand blasted.  
Belt courses painted black run along the very top of the building and also at a level several feet 
below the top, on both the Van Ness and Ellis facades.  In the frieze between these two belt courses 
brick headers are used to outline subtle panels.  The only other ornament in the building facades are 
gray marble diamonds of various shapes within the frieze, and small rectangular blocks in the pier at 
the corner of Van Ness and Ellis.  Windows have modern metal framing, while the transom and side-
lights around the door have wood frames.  The entrance doors on Ellis Street are decorative wooden 
replacement doors.  Other windows and vehicle entrances apparently once existed in both facades, 
and their locations are marked by red brick infill of a shade slightly different from the older 
(original) brick. 


 
*P4.  Resources Present:            Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District    Other 


 
P5b.  Description of Photo: 


 
 


(View, date, accession #) 
View looking southeast  
June 2009  
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:   Historic 


 Prehistoric  Both 
1920; building permit  
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
VAN NESS/ELLIS 
PROFESSIONAL  
899 ELLIS ST  
SAN FRANCISCO CA  94109  
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
William Kostura  
P. O. Box 60211  
Palo Alto, CA  94306  
*P9.  Date Recorded:   
  July 2009  
 *P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  intensive  
P11.  Report Citation*:  (Cite 
survey report.)     William Kostura.  
Van Ness Auto Row Support 


Structures.  San Francisco Department of City Planning, 2010.  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure and Object Record 


 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List) 
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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page   2    of   3      *NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)  899 Ellis Street  
B1. Historic Name:    
B2.  Common Name:    
B3. Original Use:  tire sales  B4.  Present Use:  office  
*B5. Architectural Style:  none  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
  Built in 1920.  Infill alterations at an unknown date. 
 
*B7. Moved?    No      Yes    Unknown Date:     Original Location:    
*B8. Related Features: 
    none 
 
 
B9a. Architect:   A. Molera  b. Builder:  W. C. Duncan and Co.  
*B10. Significance:  Theme  auto industry  Area   San Francisco  
 Period of Significance   n/a  Property Type   tires store  Applicable Criteria   n/a  
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
History 


The earliest known occupants of this building were tire sales stores, including Costello-Ritchie and 
Willie Ritchie, which sold Samson and Erie tires and Tri-Bar bumpers (1922-1925); Charles B. 
Dunham, who sold Kelly Springfield tires (1926-1928); and J. P. Costello (1929-1931).  There 
followed a period of at least twenty years when the building was devoted to water heater sales 
(Pittsburg Water Heater Co., 1933-1953).  Auto-related use returned during 1955-1960, when 
automobiles and Vespa scooters were sold here.  These tire, water heater, and auto and Vespa 
businesses all had an address of 898 Van Ness Avenue, indicating at least one entrance on the Van 
Ness side that no longer exists.  By 1964 the building was used as offices, which it still is today.  A 
search of building permits failed to turn up any permits for infill of former vehicle entrances or 
windows with new brick.  However, an examination of the wall fabric strongly suggests such infill has 
occurred.  If so, this work was most likely done when the building was converted to office use. 
 


 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)       
 
*B12. References: (Sketch map with north arrow required) 
Building permit #92986 (May 11, 1920), and others for 1955-1960, at 


S. F. Building Inspection Dept., 1660 Mission Street 
Crocker-Langley and Polk’s city directory, and PT&T reverse 


directory, for occupants of this building, 1922-1964 
1929 and 1948 Sanborn insurance maps (“store”) 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
*B14. Evaluator:  William Kostura   
Date of Evaluation:  July 2009  
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Integrity 
 
The top part of the building and the corner pier remain intact, but most of the area below the belt courses 
and frieze is altered with brick infill.  The altered portions take up the largest area of façade and the 
areas that most directly related to the automobile history of the building.  Accordingly, the building 
lacks integrity of design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.  It retains integrity of 
location and perhaps setting. 
 
Evaluation 
 
Due to loss of integrity, this building does not appear to be eligible for the California Register under 
criteria 1, 2, or 3.  Even if the building retained integrity, it would lack significance for its history, 
because the use of the building for tire sales was only moderately early (the 1920s), and brief (about 
nine years). 
 





