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State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial    
    NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 Other Listings       
 Review Code    Reviewer     Date    


Page   1    of   3      *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)  131 Fell Street  
 
P1. Historic name of building (if any):        Speedometer Service Company shop  
P2. Location:    *a: County   San Francisco   Not for Publication  Unrestricted 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad       Date        T        ; R        ;          ¼  of           ¼ of Sec          ;      B.M. 
 c. Address    131 Fell Street    City     San Francisco   Zip     94102  
 d. UTM:  Zone                   ;                            mE/          mN                *e.  Assessor’s parcel #:  Block 834, lot 19 
  
*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 


 


This is a two-story building, apparently reinforced concrete in structure, that fills the width of its 41-
foot wide lot.  The façade of the building is coated in stucco.  A pent roof of imitation Spanish tiles 
supported by wooden brackets stretches across the top of the building.  In the second story, six 
evenly-spaced, segmental arched windows, all with replacement aluminum sash, can be found.  
Below the windows a painted sign occupies the spandrel area between the stories.  The first story 
façade appears to have been generally altered.  It has a pedestrian entrance at far right, a vehicle 
entrance nearly adjacent to its left, and a storefront window at far left. 


*P3b  Resource Attributes:  ____HP8 – industrial building_________                    _________  
 


*P4.  Resources Present:           
 Building   Structure   Object  
 Site   District   Element of 


District    Other 


 
 


 
P5b.  Description of Photo: 
(View, date, accession #) 
View looking south  
June 2009  
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:   Historic 


 Prehistoric  Both 
1929; building permit  
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
W CR GROUP LP  
70 SEACLIFF AVE  
SAN FRANCISCO CA  94121  
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
William Kostura  
P. O. Box 60211  
Palo Alto, CA  94306  
*P9.  Date Recorded:   
  August 2009  
 *P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  intensive  


P11.  Report Citation*:  (Cite survey report.)     William Kostura.  Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures.  San Francisco 
Department of City Planning, 2010.  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure and Object Record 


 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List)


 
DPR 523A (1/95)   Fell 131-AB  *Required Information 







State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page   2    of   3      *NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)  131 Fell Street  
B1. Historic Name:  Speedometer Service Company shop  
B2.  Common Name:    
B3. Original Use:  unknown  B4.  Present Use:  auto repair  
*B5. Architectural Style:  Spanish Colonial Revival  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
  Built in 1929.  Façade alterations at an unknown date. 
 
*B7. Moved?    No      Yes    Unknown Date:     Original Location:    
*B8. Related Features: 
    none 
 
 
B9a. Architect:   none  b. Builder:  Richard Harms  
*B10. Significance:  Theme  auto industry  Area   San Francisco  
 Period of Significance   n/a  Property Type   auto repair shop  Applicable Criteria   n/a  
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
History 


This building was built in 1929 for owner A. Rassmussen by contractor Richard Harms.  The earliest 
occupants are unknown.  According to the PT&T reverse directory of 1933, the building was occupied 
then by the installation department of Levin’s Auto Supply, which, according to Polk’s city directory 
of that year, was located at 11 Van Ness Avenue. 
 
The occupant from 1937 to at least 1964 was Speedometer Service Company, owned (through at least 
1948) by C. C. Anderson.  For most years Speedometer Service shared the building with the Auto 
Electric Carburetor Company (1938-1959), and it may be the two were under the same ownership.  At 
least one other business also shared this space:  E. B. Huff radio service, in 1940. 
 
 


 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)       
 
*B12. References: (Sketch map with north arrow required) 
Building permit #180905 (August 1929), at S. F. Building Inspection 


Dept., 1660 Mission Street 
Crocker-Langley and Polk’s city directory, and PT&T reverse 


directory listings for occupants of this building, 1933-1964 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
*B14. Evaluator:  William Kostura   
Date of Evaluation:  August 2009  
 


(This space reserved for official comments.) 


 
DPR 523B (1/95)   Fell 131-AB  *Required Information 







 
DPR 523J (1/95)   Fell 131-AB  *Required Information 


State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI/Trinomial   
CONTINUATION SHEET 
Page   3    of   3      Resource Identifier:    131 Fell Street  
Recorded by    William Kostura  *Date    August 2009     Continuation      Update 
 
 
Integrity 
 
The building appears to be largely altered in the first story, and the upper story window sash is also 
altered.  Because of the survival of the pent roof and the segmental arched window openings the general 
design of the building remains discernable.  Overall, the building retains integrity of location, design, 
setting, and association, but has lost integrity of materials and workmanship.  Its integrity of feeling is 
borderline.   
 
Evaluation 
 
This is one of more than 100 buildings along the Van Ness Avenue corridor that have a history as 
automobile support structures, and that are being evaluated for possible historic significance according 
to the criteria of the California Register of Historical Resources.  With a few exceptions, these buildings 
were auto showrooms, public garages, auto repair shops, auto parts and supplies stores, and auto 
painting shops.  The time period that is being studied is from the initial years of the automobile industry 
in San Francisco through 1964.  Among the factors that have been considered when evaluating a 
building are its date of construction, its longevity of auto-related use, the importance of its occupants in 
local auto industry history, integrity, and architectural quality.  These factors, and how they apply to 
evaluations of buildings, are discussed in a cover report, Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures, 1908-
1964. 
 
The earliest known automobile uses of this building date to the 1930s, which is a moderately late date 
for such a use.  Speedometer Service Company occupied the building for 27 years through 1964, and 
thus so the building had good longevity under this use.  Given this history, and the diminished integrity 
of this building, it does not appear to be eligible for the California Register of Historical Resources 
under Criteria 1 or 2.  Architecturally, this building is extremely modest, with marginal integrity, and it 
also does not appear to be eligible for the California Register under Criterion 3. 
 
This is part of a cluster of five auto-related buildings in a row of six lots.  (The others are #s 149, 155, 
159, and 165-167 Fell.)  Only two of these, #s 159 and 165-167 Fell, possess more than 50% integrity, 
and thus no possibility of a potential automobile-related historic district appears to exist in this cluster. 
 
 








State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial    
    NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 Other Listings       
 Review Code    Reviewer     Date    


Page   1    of   3      *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)  155 Fell Street  
 
P1. Historic name of building (if any): The Fender and Body Shop  
P2. Location:    *a: County   San Francisco   Not for Publication  Unrestricted 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad       Date        T        ; R        ;          ¼  of           ¼ of Sec          ;      B.M. 
 c. Address    155 Fell Street    City     San Francisco   Zip     94102  
 d. UTM:  Zone                   ;                            mE/          mN                *e.  Assessor’s parcel #:  Block 834, lot 16 
  
*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 


 


This is a two-story shop building that fills the width of its 27’-6” wide lot.  The structural type is 
unknown, but is most likely reinforced concrete.  The façade is coated in stucco.  The building is 
heavily altered from its original appearance, with only the parapet, of imitation Spanish tiles, and the 
blank frieze below the parapet, remaining intact.  The original windows have been filled in, with 
smaller metal-framed windows taking their place.  No vehicle entrance remains, and two non-
original metal pedestrian doors are present. 


*P3b  Resource Attributes:  ____HP8 – industrial building_________                    _________  
 


*P4.  Resources Present:           
 Building   Structure   Object  
 Site   District   Element of 


District    Other 


 
 


 
P5b.  Description of Photo: 
(View, date, accession #) 
View looking south  
June 2009  
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:   Historic 


 Prehistoric  Both 
1925-1926; building permit  
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
WHITE CHRISTOPHER C  
30 CHILD ST #4  
SAN FRANCISCO CA  94133  
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
William Kostura  
P. O. Box 60211  
Palo Alto, CA  94306  
*P9.  Date Recorded:   
  August 2009  
 *P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  intensive  


P11.  Report Citation*:  (Cite survey report.)     William Kostura.  Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures.  San Francisco 
Department of City Planning, 2010.  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure and Object Record 


 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List) 


 
DPR 523A (1/95)   Fell 155-AB  *Required Information 







State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page   2    of   3      *NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 155 Fell Street  
B1. Historic Name:  The Fender and Body Shop  
B2.  Common Name:    
B3. Original Use:  automobile repair  B4.  Present Use:  unknown  
*B5. Architectural Style:  Spanish Colonial Revival  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
  Built in 1925-1926.  The façade was heavily altered at an unknown date. 
 
*B7. Moved?    No      Yes    Unknown Date:     Original Location:    
*B8. Related Features: 
    none 
 
 
B9a. Architect:   P. J. Herald  b. Builder:  R. McLeran and Co.  
*B10. Significance:  Theme  Area     
 Period of Significance     Property Type     Applicable Criteria   n/a  
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
History 


This building was built in 1925-1926 for owner E. Carlson to be a “shop” building, according to the 
original building permit.  The first occupant, from 1927 to at least 1929, was Benjamin Snyder’s Auto 
Metal Works, which performed radiator and general auto repair.  From 1932 to at least 1940 this 
building was occupied by the Fender and Body Shop, owned at first by E. U. Gingg and C. A. Balcom 
and later by Schneider Brothers.  One of the brothers, Samuel, continued in auto repair here to 1944.  
A machine shop, Joy Manufacturing, occupied this building from 1946 to at least 1953.  From 1959 to 
1964 non-auto-related businesses occupied this building. 
 
Alterations to the façade, which spared only the parapet and frieze area of the building, occurred at an 
unknown time. 


 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)       
 
*B12. References: (Sketch map with north arrow required) 
Building permit #144583 (November 10, 1925), at S. F. Building 


Inspection Dept., 1660 Mission Street 
Crocker-Langley and Polk’s city directory, and PT&T reverse 


directory listings for occupants of this building, 1927-1964 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
*B14. Evaluator:  William Kostura   
Date of Evaluation:  August 2009  
 


(This space reserved for official comments.) 


 
DPR 523B (1/95)   Fell 155-AB  *Required Information 







 
DPR 523J (1/95)   Fell 155-AB  *Required Information 


State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI/Trinomial   
CONTINUATION SHEET 
Page   3    of   3      Resource Identifier: 155 Fell Street  
Recorded by    William Kostura  *Date    August 2009     Continuation      Update 
 
 
Integrity 
 
This building retains integrity of location and setting, but due to the façade alterations has lost integrity 
of design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.   
 
Evaluation 
 
Due to loss of integrity, this building does not appear to be eligible for the California Register of 
Historical Resources under criteria 1, 2, or 3. 
 
This is part of a cluster of five auto-related buildings in a row of six lots.  (The others are #s 131, 149, 
159, and 165-167 Fell.)  Only two of these, #s 159 and 165-167 Fell, possess more than 50% integrity, 
and thus no possibility of a potential automobile-related historic district appears to exist in this cluster. 
 
 








State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial    
    NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 Other Listings       
 Review Code    Reviewer     Date    


Page   1    of   3      *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)  165-167 Fell Street  
 
P1. Historic name of building (if any):        Burridge Company electroplating shop  
P2. Location:    *a: County   San Francisco   Not for Publication  Unrestricted 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad       Date        T        ; R        ;          ¼  of           ¼ of Sec          ;      B.M. 
 c. Address    165 Fell Street    City     San Francisco   Zip     94102  
 d. UTM:  Zone                   ;                            mE/          mN                *e.  Assessor’s parcel #:  Block 834, lot 14 
  
*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 


 


This is a two-story building of uncertain structural type, most likely reinforced concrete, that fills the 
width of its 27’-6” lot.  The façade is covered with a coating of stucco that is very lightly scored to 
resemble masonry.  At the top of the building is a stepped parapet, beneath which is classical 
ornament made of plaster.  The ornament consists of a shield with swags at center top and panels of 
rinceaux to the sides.  Beneath this ornament, in the second story, are three bays of industrial steel 
sash windows in a symmetrical arrangement.  These include a tripartite window in the center bay and 
paired windows to the sides.  The first story composition is also in three bays, but they all of 
different widths, and so the arrangement is non-symmetrical.  At far left is a storefront window with 
replacement aluminum framing.  To its right is an entrance with a transom, also of replacement 
aluminum.  At far right is a narrow entrance to the upper story; it has a replacement door and an 
original wooden transom. 


*P3b  Resource Attributes:  ____HP6 – two-story commercial building; HP8 – industrial building_________                    __ 
 


*P4.  Resources Present:           
 Building   Structure   Object  
 Site   District   Element of 


District    Other 


 
 


 
P5b.  Description of Photo: 
(View, date, accession #) 
View looking south  
June 2009  
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:   Historic 


 Prehistoric  Both 
1926; building permit  
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
COOK DAVID J & LILLIAN  
P O BOX 270  
SAN FRANCISCO CA  94104  
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
William Kostura  
P. O. Box 60211  
Palo Alto, CA  94306  
*P9.  Date Recorded:   
  August 2009  
 *P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  intensive  


P11.  Report Citation*:  (Cite survey report.)     William Kostura.  Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures.  San Francisco 
Department of City Planning, 2010.  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure and Object Record 


 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List) 


 
DPR 523A (1/95)   Fell 165-AB  *Required Information 







State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page   2    of   3      *NRHP Status Code  6Z  
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)  165-167 Fell Street  
B1. Historic Name:  Burridge Company electroplating shop  
B2.  Common Name:    
B3. Original Use:  auto parts store  B4.  Present Use:  auto repair  
*B5. Architectural Style:  Classical Revival  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
  Built in 1926.  The first story window and the larger entrance were altered at an unknown date. 
 
*B7. Moved?    No      Yes    Unknown Date:     Original Location:    
*B8. Related Features: 
    none 
 
 
B9a. Architect:   none or unknown  b. Builder:  days work  
*B10. Significance:  Theme  Area     
 Period of Significance     Property Type     Applicable Criteria   n/a  
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
History 


This building was built in 1926 for owner S. A. Weinstock.  It had an automobile-related history for its 
first eight years.  From 1926 to 1934 the Lambert Sales Company sold auto parts here, and for nearly 
the same period (to 1933) Rocky Mountain Steel Products sold brakes, transmissions, and accessories 
here.  It is not known whether the two businesses were connected by common ownership. 
 
Subsequently, from 1935 to at least 1964, this building was occupied by Burridge and Company, 
electroplaters.  As far as is known this business did general electroplating and had no specific 
connection with automobile repair. 


 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)       
 
*B12. References: (Sketch map with north arrow required) 
Building permit #147230 (February 6, 1926), at S. F. Building 


Inspection Dept., 1660 Mission Street 
Crocker-Langley and Polk’s city directory, and PT&T reverse 


directory listings for occupants of this building, 1927-1964 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
*B14. Evaluator:  William Kostura   
Date of Evaluation:  August 2009  
 


(This space reserved for official comments.) 


 
DPR 523B (1/95)   Fell 165-AB  *Required Information 







 
DPR 523J (1/95)   Fell 165-AB  *Required Information 


State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI/Trinomial   
CONTINUATION SHEET 
Page   3    of   3      Resource Identifier: 165-167 Fell Street  
Recorded by    William Kostura  *Date    August 2009     Continuation      Update 
 
 
Integrity 
 
The façade has undergone alterations to the storefront window and the larger entrance.  These are 
substantial alterations, but the rest of the façade appears to be intact.  Overall, this building retains 
integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, setting, feeling, and association.   
 
Evaluation 
 
This is one of more than 100 buildings along the Van Ness Avenue corridor that have a history as 
automobile support structures, and that are being evaluated for possible historic significance according 
to the criteria of the California Register of Historical Resources.  With a few exceptions, these buildings 
were auto showrooms, public garages, auto repair shops, auto parts and supplies stores, and auto 
painting shops.  The time period that is being studied is from the initial years of the automobile industry 
in San Francisco through 1964.  Among the factors that have been considered when evaluating a 
building are its date of construction, its longevity of auto-related use, the importance of its occupants in 
local auto industry history, integrity, and architectural quality.  These factors, and how they apply to 
evaluations of buildings, are discussed in a cover report, Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures, 1908-
1964. 
 
Completed in 1926, this is a moderately early example of an auto parts and accessories store.  The 
building had this use for only seven years, a brief period.  The rest of its history to 1964 was devoted to 
electroplating, a use that has no great historical significance.  Because the auto-related use was only 
moderately early, and of brief longevity, the building does not appear to be eligible for the California 
Register of Historical Resources under Criterion 1.  For similar reasons, this building does not appear to 
be eligible for the California Register under Criterion 2, association with persons. 
 
Architecturally, the upper story of this building is pleasing, but not outstanding, and the first story is 
somewhat altered.  Accordingly, this building does not appear to be eligible for the California Register 
under Criterion 3. 
 
This is part of a cluster of five auto-related buildings in a row of six lots.  (The others are #s 131, 149, 
155, and 159 Fell.)  Only two of these, #s 159 and 165-167 Fell, possess more than 50% integrity, and 
thus no possibility of a potential automobile-related historic district appears to exist in this cluster. 
 
 








State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial    
    NRHP Status Code  3CS  
 Other Listings       
 Review Code    Reviewer     Date    


Page   1    of   3      *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)  159 Fell Street  
 
P1. Historic name of building (if any):        Balcom and Gingg Auto Wheel Aligning Co.  
P2. Location:    *a: County   San Francisco   Not for Publication  Unrestricted 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad       Date        T        ; R        ;          ¼  of           ¼ of Sec          ;      B.M. 
 c. Address    159 Fell Street    City     San Francisco   Zip     94102  
 d. UTM:  Zone                   ;                            mE/          mN                *e.  Assessor’s parcel #:  Block 834, lot 15 
  
*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 


 


This is a two-story shop building that fills the width of its 27’-6” wide lot.  The structural type is 
unknown, but is most likely reinforced concrete.  The façade of the building is covered in stucco that 
is very lightly scored.  In composition, the second story is divided into three bays, with a wide 
central bay flanked by narrow outer bays; and the first story is divided into two bays of unequal 
width.  Windows in the second story have industrial steel sash, with a tripartite center window 
flanked by paired windows.  Wooden spindles separate these windows into parts.  In the first story, a 
vehicle entrance is at right, and an original or early wooden door, whose glazing has been covered 
over, is at right.  A small transom can be found over this door.  At the top of the building is a parapet 
with imitation Spanish tiles flanked by short piers, and below this, in the frieze area, is a row of 
plaster shields.  All of these elements appear to be original. 


*P3b  Resource Attributes:  ____HP8 – industrial building_________                    _________  
 


*P4.  Resources Present:           
 Building   Structure   Object  
 Site   District   Element of 


District    Other 


 
 


 
P5b.  Description of Photo: 
(View, date, accession #) 
View looking south  
June 2009  
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:   Historic 


 Prehistoric  Both 
1926; building permit  
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
CHEVALIER RENE  
167 SOMERSET ST  
SAN FRANCISCO CA  94134  
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
William Kostura  
P. O. Box 60211  
Palo Alto, CA  94306  
*P9.  Date Recorded:   
  August 2009  
 *P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  intensive  


P11.  Report Citation*:  (Cite survey report.)     William Kostura.  Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures.  San Francisco 
Department of City Planning, 2010.  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure and Object Record 


 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List) 


 
DPR 523A (1/95)   Fell 159-AB  *Required Information 







State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page   2    of   3      *NRHP Status Code  3CS  
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 159 Fell Street  
B1. Historic Name:  Balcom and Gingg Auto Wheel Aligning Co.  
B2.  Common Name:    
B3. Original Use: wheel aligning and brake shop  B4.  Present Use:     auto repair  
*B5. Architectural Style:  Spanish Colonial Revival  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
  Built in 1926. 
 
*B7. Moved?    No      Yes    Unknown Date:     Original Location:    
*B8. Related Features: 
    none 
 
 
B9a. Architect:   unknown  b. Builder:  unknown  
*B10. Significance:  Theme   automobile industry  Area   San Francisco  
 Period of Significance   1926-1961  Property Type   auto repair shop  Applicable Criteria   1  
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
History 


This building was built in 1926 for owners Charles A. Balcom and Edwun U. Gingg to house their 
business, the Auto Wheel Aligning Company, which also performed brake relining and service.  This 
appears to have been a secondary business for them; they also had a long-lasting welding shop, first at 
503 Van Ness and then at 660 Golden Gate Avenue.  Balcom and Ging remained at 159 Fell until 
1930, when they moved next door to 155 Fell, where they owned a fender and body shop. 
 
The subsequent occupant at 159 Fell, from 1931 to 1944, was Elmo J. Sweeney, who continued the 
name Auto Wheel Aligning Company and performed the same kinds of services that Balcom and 
Gingg had here.  Next, in 1948, R. F. Costello had an auto repair shop here.  From 1953 to at least 
1959 the Hydro-Sleeve Company, an auto parts manufacturer, occupied the building, and in 1961 the 
occupant was Reliance Brake Shop.  Thus, the building was occupied by various kinds of automobile 
specialty service shops for at least 26 years. 


 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)       
 
*B12. References: (Sketch map with north arrow required) 
Building permit #154633 (November 10, 1926), at S. F. Building 


Inspection Dept., 1660 Mission Street 
Crocker-Langley and Polk’s city directory, and PT&T reverse 


directory listings for occupants of this building, 1927-1964 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
*B14. Evaluator:  William Kostura   
Date of Evaluation:  August 2009  
 


(This space reserved for official comments.) 


 
DPR 523B (1/95)   Fell 159-AB  *Required Information 







 
DPR 523J (1/95)   Fell 159-AB  *Required Information 


State of California — The Resources Agency   Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI/Trinomial   
CONTINUATION SHEET 
Page   3    of   3      Resource Identifier: 159 Fell Street  
Recorded by    William Kostura  *Date    August 2009     Continuation      Update 
 
 
Integrity 
 
The façade of this building is largely intact as built, and thus it retains integrity of location, design, 
materials, workmanship, setting, feeling, and association.   
 
Evaluation 
 
This is one of more than 100 buildings along the Van Ness Avenue corridor that have a history as 
automobile support structures, and that are being evaluated for possible historic significance according 
to the criteria of the California Register of Historical Resources.  With a few exceptions, these buildings 
were auto showrooms, public garages, auto repair shops, auto parts and supplies stores, and auto 
painting shops.  The time period that is being studied is from the initial years of the automobile industry 
in San Francisco through 1964.  Among the factors that have been considered when evaluating a 
building are its date of construction, its longevity of auto-related use, the importance of its occupants in 
local auto industry history, integrity, and architectural quality.  These factors, and how they apply to 
evaluations of buildings, are discussed in a cover report, Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures, 1908-
1964. 
 
Built in 1926, this is a moderately early example of a shop offering automobile specialty services.  With 
at least 26 years of such use in its history, it has good longevity in this use and is one of the better 
examples of such a shop building in the study area.  For these reasons, and because of its good integrity, 
the building appears to be eligible for the California Register of Historical Resources at the local level 
under Criterion 1, for its use as an auto repair shop and auto parts manufacturing company.  The Period 
of Significance under this criterion is 1926 to 1961. 
 
None of the individual occupants of this building were important in their own right, and accordingly this 
building does not appear to be eligible for the California Register under Criterion 2. 
 
Architecturally, this building is modest, and thus this building does not appear to be eligible for the 
California Register under Criterion 3. 
 
This is part of a cluster of five auto-related buildings in a row of six lots.  (The others are #s 131, 149, 
155, and 165-167 Fell.)  Only two of these, #s 159 and 165-167 Fell, possess more than 50% integrity, 
and thus no possibility of a potential automobile-related historic district appears to exist in this cluster. 
 
Character defining features 
 
The character defining features of this building include the stucco coating, the imitation Spanish tile 
parapet, the frieze of shields, the industrial steel sash windows with spindle separators, and the two 
kinds of entrances (vehicle and pedestrian) in the first story. 
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Page   1    of   3      *Resource Name or #:  (Assigned by recorder)  149 Fell Street  
 
P1. Historic name of building (if any):        Carburetor Exchange Company  
P2. Location:    *a: County   San Francisco   Not for Publication  Unrestricted 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad       Date        T        ; R        ;          ¼  of           ¼ of Sec          ;      B.M. 
 c. Address    149 Fell Street    City     San Francisco   Zip     94102  
 d. UTM:  Zone                   ;                            mE/          mN                *e.  Assessor’s parcel #:  Block 834, lot 17 
  
*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 


 


This is a one-story, reinforced concrete, stucco-clad auto repair shop that fills the width of its 27’-6” 
wide lot.  Most of the façade has been altered, and only the gabled parapet, which is divided into 
panels and possesses spare ornament, and the base, which is scored to resemble masonry, remain 
intact.  The window has a non-original metal frame and is probably relatively recent in its 
dimensions and placement as well.  The door is made of metal and is also non-original. 


*P3b  Resource Attributes:  ____HP8 – industrial building_________                    _________  
 


*P4.  Resources Present:           
 Building   Structure   Object  
 Site   District   Element of 


District    Other 


 
 


 
P5b.  Description of Photo: 
(View, date, accession #) 
View looking south  
June 2009  
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Source:   Historic 


 Prehistoric  Both 
1919; published building contract  
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
COLIN FAMILY TRUST  
1641 GREEN ST  
SAN FRANCISCO CA  94123  
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
William Kostura  
P. O. Box 60211  
Palo Alto, CA  94306  
*P9.  Date Recorded:   
  August 2009  
 *P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  intensive  


P11.  Report Citation*:  (Cite survey report.)     William Kostura.  Van Ness Auto Row Support Structures.  San Francisco 
Department of City Planning, 2010.  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure and Object Record 


 Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record   Photograph Record   Other (List) 
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 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 149 Fell Street  
B1. Historic Name:  Carburetor Exchange Company  
B2.  Common Name:    
B3. Original Use:  auto repair  B4.  Present Use:  vacant  
*B5. Architectural Style:  none  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
  Built in 1919.  Most of the façade was altered at an unknown date. 
 
*B7. Moved?    No      Yes    Unknown Date:     Original Location:    
*B8. Related Features: 
    none 
 
 
B9a. Architect:   Rousseau and Rousseau  b. Builder:  unknown  
*B10. Significance:  Theme  auto industry  Area   San Francisco  
 Period of Significance   n/a  Property Type   auto repair shop  Applicable Criteria   n/a  
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
History 


This building was built to be an automobile repair shop, and was used as such for most of its history 
through 1964.  Its first use, from 1919-1921, was as Melvin M. Swain’s engine repair shop and Paige 
service station.  The next known use, from 1926 to at least 1929, was completely different in character: 
it was The Bonboniere, a confectionary shop owned by Mary Nowlan and Margaret Doyle.  In 1935 
the building housed an automobile supply shop.  The longest-term occupant was the Carburetor 
Exchange, which was here from at least 1946 to at least 1964. 
 
The date the building façade was altered is unknown, but the current metal window suggests that 
alterations occurred in recent decades. 


 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)       
 
*B12. References: (Sketch map with north arrow required) 
Building permit #87937 (August 13, 1919) 
Building and Engineering News, August 20, 1919. 
Crocker-Langley and Polk’s city directory, and PT&T reverse 


directory listings for occupants of this building, 1920-1964 
1928 Sanborn map:  149-151 Fell, “store” 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
*B14. Evaluator:  William Kostura   
Date of Evaluation:  August 2009  
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Integrity 
 
This building possesses integrity of location and setting.  The façade alterations resulted in loss of 
integrity of design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.   
 
Evaluation 
 
Due to loss of integrity, this building does not appear to be eligible for the California Register of 
Historical Resources under criteria 1, 2, or 3. 
 
This is part of a cluster of five auto-related buildings in a row of six lots.  (The others are #s 131, 155, 
159, and 165-167 Fell.)  Only two of these, #s 159 and 165-167 Fell, possess more than 50% integrity, 
and thus no possibility of a potential automobile-related historic district appears to exist in this cluster. 
 
 





